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Biblical Passages in Times of Poverty and Economic Crisis 
 

Deuteronomy 15:4-11 
4 However, there should be no poor among you, for in the land the LORD your God is giving 
you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, 5 if only you fully obey the LORD 
your God and are careful to follow all these commands I am giving you today. 6 For the LORD 
your God will bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to many nations but will borrow 
from none. You will rule over many nations but none will rule over you. 7 If there is a poor man 
among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do 
not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. 8 Rather be openhanded and freely 
lend him whatever he needs. 9 Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: "The seventh year, 
the year for canceling debts, is near," so that you do not show ill will toward your needy brother 
and give him nothing. He may then appeal to the LORD against you, and you will be found 
guilty of sin. 10 Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this 
the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. 11 
There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded 
toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land. 
 
Isaiah 5:8-9 
 Woe to you who add house to house 
       and join field to field 
       till no space is left 
       and you live alone in the land. 
  The LORD Almighty has declared in my hearing: 
       "Surely the great houses will become desolate, 
       the fine mansions left without occupants. 
 
Micah 2:1-5 
 Woe to those who plan iniquity, 
       to those who plot evil on their beds! 
       At morning's light they carry it out 
       because it is in their power to do it. 
 They covet fields and seize them, 
       and houses, and take them. 
       They defraud a man of his home, 
       a fellowman of his inheritance. 
 Therefore, the LORD says: 
       "I am planning disaster against this people, 
       from which you cannot save yourselves. 
       You will no longer walk proudly, 
       for it will be a time of calamity. 
 In that day men will ridicule you; 
       they will taunt you with this mournful song: 
       'We are utterly ruined; 
       my people's possession is divided up. 
       He takes it from me! 
       He assigns our fields to traitors.' " 
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 Therefore you will have no one in the assembly of the LORD 
       to divide the land by lot. 
 
Luke 23:26-31 
26As they led Jesus away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 
country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A large number of 
people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28Jesus turned and 
said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 
children. 29For the time will come when you will say, 'Blessed are the barren women, the wombs 
that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!' 30Then" 'they will say to the mountains, "Fall 
on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!" ' 31For if men do these things when the tree is green, what 
will happen when it is dry?" 
 
Luke 20:45-21:4  
45While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, 46"Beware of the teachers of the 
law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted in the marketplaces and 
have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 47They 
devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most 
severely." 
 
1As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2He also saw a 
poor widow put in two very small copper coins.[a] 3"I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor 
widow has put in more than all the others. 4All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; 
but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." 
 
Matthew 25:34-46 
34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 37"Then the righteous will answer 
him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40"The King will reply, 'I tell you 
the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' 
 
 41"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I 
needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after 
me.' 44"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 45"He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me. 46"Then they will go 
away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
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John 12:1-11  
1Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, while Lazarus 
was among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took about a pint[a] of pure nard, 
an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the 
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who 
was later to betray him, objected, 5"Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the 
poor? It was worth a year's wages." 6He did not say this because he cared about the poor but 
because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into 
it. 7"Leave her alone," Jesus replied. " It was intended that she should save this perfume for the 
day of my burial. 8You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me." 
9Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of 
him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests made 
plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus 
and putting their faith in him. 
 
James 2:1-7 
1My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 2Suppose a 
man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby 
clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, 
"Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by 
my feet," 4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 
 
 5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to 
be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6But you have 
insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are 
dragging you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to 
whom you belong? 
 
James 5:1-6 
1Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 
2Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3Your gold and silver are corroded. 
Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in 
the last days. 4Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying 
out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5You 
have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of 
slaughter. 6You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you. 
 
Acts 4:32-37 
32All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was 
his own, but they shared everything they had. 33With great power the apostles continued to 
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34There were no 
needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, 
brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to 
anyone as he had need. 36Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas 
(which means Son of Encouragement), 37sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it 
at the apostles' feet. 
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2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work. 9As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever." 10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 
 
Luke 4:16-22 
14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. 15He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.16He went to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, 
as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
      because he has anointed me 
      to preach good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
      and recovery of sight for the blind, 
   to release the oppressed, 
    19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 
20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone 
in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture 
is fulfilled in your hearing." 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 
came from his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked. 
 
Matthew 6: 9-15, 24 
9"This, then, is how you should pray: 
   " 'Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
 10your kingdom come, 
   your will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
 11Give us today our daily bread. 
 12Forgive us our debts, 
      as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 13And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from the evil one.[a]' 14For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will 
not forgive your sins. 
24"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
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Matthew 5: 1-10 
1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came 
to him, 2and he began to teach them saying: 
 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
 5Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
 7Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
 8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
 9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


